
 

 

BGTHA Annual General Meeting 

June 2016 

The Honourable Secretary’s report 

Katy Peters 

 

 

 

 

The BGTHA Executive Committee led by our president George Kassianos. 

 

Chairman: Mike Townend  

Deputy Chair: Larry Goodyer  

Hon. Treasurer: Derek Evans   

Hon Treasurer Deputy: Julie Gallagher 

Hon. Secretary: Katy Peters        

Deputy Hon Secretary: Paul Richards  

Tania John 

Adrienne Wilcox 

Eric Walker  

 

Co-opted Members 

• Becky Swadling/Anne Maclean (shared)  

• Kit Tse 

• Jess Mandihza 
 

Following election this spring, the new committee is as follows:  

 

David Channon 

Diane Couthard 

Derek Evans 

Larry Goodyer 

Tania John  

Anne Maclean 

Katy Peters 

Becky Swaddling 

Adrienne Wilcox 

3 co-opted spaces available  

 

As always each Executive Committee Member is required to complete a Declaration of  

Interests this is available to any current BGTHA member on request  

 

Constitution  

Our constitution is available on our website. 

 

 

Meetings 



 

 

The executive committee met in Edinburgh 2nd April this year. The previous face to face 

meeting was held in Cumbria 26/9/15. The BGTHA held regular teleconferences through the 

last year, in march and June 2015. 

 

The BGTHA continues with its charity status grated to the association by the Charities 

Commission. The BGTHA Trustees are those serving on the BGTHA executive committee. 

The association has continued to function supported by members subscriptions and excellent 

management of the treasury by Derek Evans. The association also benefits from financial 

support from the pharmaceutical company GSK.  

 

Membership  

The past year has seen significant development and modernisation of our website, which in 

turn has seen an increase in traffic with a 100% increase in members using our website in the 

6 months leading to April 2016, this is due to the work of Roger Morely and Dr. Tania John. 

We aim to increase our membership by 100 this year.  

 

Publications 

Led by Larry Goodyer and Iain Macintosh the Association continues to produce an excellent 

bi-annual BGTHA journal currently in print. We celebrated 25 years of publication in 2015. 

Going forward the committee has proposed and voted in agreement to put articles online, 

with a printed version being produced dependent on articles received. The association 

encourages members, students and the wider community to submit their research articles and 

papers to the BGTHA for peer review and possible publication. An online bookshop is in 

development for the website, known authors in travel medicine have pledged sales of their 

publications to our campaigns. 

 

Training and Education  

Executive members are in the final stages of launching a travel health online module (E 

learning course) made up of 7 modules with certification, which will be available to our 

members and the wider travel health community.  

The Association will also be launching a series of webinars for our members to make use of, 

short teaching sessions led by exerts in travel health.  

 

Campaigns 

The BGTHA is delighted to be supporting the Global Alliance for Rabies control, End Rabies 

Now campaign, an ambitious global commitment to end human deaths from Rabies by 2030. 

 

 

 

Conferences  

In partnership with the Faculty of Travel Medicine the BGTHA help a very successful 

conference in March 2015. 

The BGTHA are an active supporter and sponsor and exhibitor at NECTM, where the general 

meeting will be held this year Saturday 4th June: 12:30-13:00.  



 

 

 

Fellowship 

It is with great pleasure that the BGTHA has awarded a fellowship to jane Wilson Howarth 

for her significant contributions to travel health, notably authorship of informative and 

entertaining books on travelling.  

 

Farewell  

It is with great sadness that we must say farewell this year to key members of the committee 

as their tenure come to its natural end. 

Mike Townend, as his tenure as our Chairman comes to its end, Mike has been with the 

Association since its inception and has worked tirelessly to bring it to where it is today, 

Mike’s contribution to travel health, particularly mountain medicine has been tremendous, he 

is the editor of travel wise for the BGTHA and a fellow of the FTM and the BGTHA. The 

Association sincerely thank him for his contribution, Mike will be sorely missed.  

 

We must also say farewell to three more founding members, Eric Walker, Julie Gallagher and 

Paul Richards all of whom have made a tremendous contribution to the life and development 

of the BGTHA, the new committee will strive to keep their excellent work going and to keep 

their dedication and energy at our core. All departing committee members have pledged their 

continued support and assistance. Eric and Mike will continue to advise and assist with 

education and training resources and aid Iain in his tireless publication of our journals.  

 

I am sure you will join me in wishing them the very best in their future endeavours and 

thanking them deeply for their support for the BGTHA. 

 

I look forward to seeing members at this year’s AGM. 

 

Katy Peters  

 

 

 

 

Honourable Secretary to the BGTHA. 

 

 

 
 
 

 


