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The Falkland Islands are a British Overseas Territory some 350 miles off the East coast 
of South America at a similar latitude to Oxford in the Northern Hemisphere. Therefore 
the daylight length is very similar to that of Southern England but lacks the warming 
influence of the Gulf Stream. Combined with the wind it produces a climate more 
similar to that of the Outer Hebrides. The main issue that regularly causes problems is 
the ease with which people get sunburnt. The UV light levels are twice those of the same 
latitude in the northern Hemisphere and because it does not feel hot people do not 
realize just how badly burnt they are becoming. Factor 40 or 50 protection is strongly 
advised.  
 
The majority of the 80,000 tourists per year visit the Falklands on Cruise ships varying in 
size from small, ice-strengthened vessels, taking 50 or so passengers to massive cruise 
liners with 2,000 or more passengers. These cruise ships will combine several days 
cruising around the Falklands with South Georgia and Antarctica. The smaller vessels 
are more capable of visiting the remoter parts of Antarctica and generally have an 
expedition type of atmosphere whereas the larger cruise ships have all the facilities of 
modern luxury ships. In general one would need to be fitter to go on the smaller ships.A 
smaller number of land-based tourists visit the Falklands to see the stunning wildlife, take 
outstanding photographs, indulge in some of the world’s best Sea Trout fishing or to 
obtain Falkland Island stamps.  
 
There are 2 air routes to the Falkland Islands: the Royal Air Force Airbridge from RAF 
Brize Norton in Oxfordshire via Ascension Island and Lan Chile from Santiago in Chile. 
The airbridge is every 5 days and opens up the possibility of staying in Ascension Island 
for a few days or even taking the RMS St Helena from 
Ascension and visiting St Helena. The airbridge is booked via the Falkland Islands 
Government Office, The Broadway, Westminster, London SW1. The Lan Chile flight is 
every Saturday to & from Santiago via Punta Arenas. Once a month the flight also stops 
in Rio Gallegos in Southern Argentina. Lan is part of the One World Alliance and many 
travellers to the Falklands are on a round the world ticket including South America and 
Australasia. The normal route to the Falklands would be London Heathrow to Madrid 
with either British Airway or Iberia and then Madrid to Santiago with Lan or Iberia, but 
there are many other alternatives such as British Airways to Buenos Aires then Lan to 
Santiago or London to New York or Miami then to Santiago. A round the world ticket 
including the Falklands costs £1600 - £1800. A return ticket London – Santiago – London 
about £3000 for business class. 
 
Tourist Permits are issued on arrival and require evidence of a pre-paid return flight or 
sufficient funds to purchase one and evidence of booked accommodation. Camping on 
private farms is allowed subject to the permission of the landowner, but entry will be 
refused if the visitor does not have accommodation booked initially. It is strongly 
recommended that all tourists have adequate travel insurance to cover medical costs, air 
ambulance and repatriation if needed.  
 
There are no indigenous diseases or poisonous creatures to worry about. However, 
travel to the Falklands usually means coming via South America and travelers are 
advised to check requirements for each country carefully. At the moment there is an 
outbreak of Yellow Fever in parts of Paraguay, Brazil and Argentina. The water supply is 
safe and drinkable although sometimes is a slightly pale brown colour due to peat 
colouring the water. Currency in the Falklands is the Falklands Pound 



but Sterling is fully interchangeable. There are no ATMs in the Islands but many 
establishments accept the usual range of credit cards (Mastercard & Visa). Diners Club 
cards are generally not accepted. UK cheques will be accepted with a cheque card 
guarantee but there is usually a £5 surcharge for this. The local bank is Standard 
Chartered and it will do cash advances against credit cards but there is a fee for this 
service. 
 

 
 

Stanley, Falkland Islands 
 
 
Health Care 
There is a reciprocal health agreement between the UK and Falkland Island 
Governments which allows free medical treatment for UK residents in the Falklands. This 
does not cover dental care nor does it apply to British passport holders who are not 
resident in the UK. It also does not apply to other EU citizens. The reciprocal agreement 
does not cover medical care in Ascension Island nor in St Helena. Medical services are 
provided by the Falkland Islands Government and are based in the modern, 27 bed, well-
equipped King Edward VII Memorial Hospital (KEMH) in Stanley. There are 4 General 
Practitioners with extended skills, 1 consultant anaesthetist and 1 consultant surgeon and 
28 nurses, a physiotherapist, speech and language therapy, health visitor, district nursing 
and a well equipped laboratory that can undertake most of the tests that a small district 
general hospital would do. Other tests are sent to the UK and generally take about 4 
weeks for a result. There is 1 radiographer with a range of modern digital plain X-ray 
equipment. There is no CT or MRI scanner. There is a small intensive care unit. The 
pharmacy is well stocked with UK pharmaceuticals but it does not carry the whole range 
of medications available in the UK. Tourists are strongly advised to bring enough of their 
regular medication to cover the whole duration of their holiday. A surprisingly large 
number of tourists do forget to bring medication. The pharmacy will always do its best to 
provide a suitable alternative if the precise medication is not stocked. 
 
Given the small size of the hospital, the limited range of diagnostic facilities available and 
the limited ability to manage intensive care patients, coupled with the lack of complex 
treatments such as kidney dialysis, it is normal to stabilise a critically ill person and then 
transfer then to a larger hospital. Normally a Chilean Air Ambulance Company, 



Aerocardal, is used for the transfer and the KEMH has an agreement with the Clinica 
Alemana (The German Hospital) in Santiago which provides world quality care. However 
the reciprocal health agreement does not cover this and so every tourist must be insured 
to cover this potential cost. Aerocardal costs in the region of US$ 30,000. Fees of the 
Clinica Alemana are comparable to a private hospital anywhere in Europe so it would be 
highly likely that the costs there could be in the region of $40,000 US or more. 
 
Although the RAF airbridge does have a stretcher fit and alternate Wednesdays there is 
an aeromedical team on board, the RAF normally will not consider transferring a tourist 
as a patient even if they are UK passport holders and even if they have a pre-paid 
return ticket as a normal passenger. Therefore it is perfectly possible that a family who 
had travelled to the Falklands with the RAF and have a return ticket may not be able to 
travel that route if a member of the family develops a condition requiring medical care in 
flight. Under exceptional circumstances the RAF may consider assisting a tourist, but in 
this unlikely event they will charge the full commercial rate to the UK. At the time of 
writing this article it is not clear exactly how much this would be, but the author thinks it 
likely to be in the region of £150,000. 
 
During the tourist season, October- March, the doctors at the KEMH regularly have to 
treat foreign tourists and the hospital is very used to dealing with travel insurance 
companies and organising long-distance repatriation and aeromedical transfers. English 
is the main language, but Spanish is spoken by a significant number as a second 
language. Because of the foreign fishing fleet, there are a high number of patients who 
do not speak English or Spanish and there is an extensive list  of interpreters for other 
languages available. Every now and then we come across a language for which we have 
no interpreter – Burmese and Vietnamese, for instance and in those cases we normally 
contact the Embassy or Consulate in London for telephone translation assistance. Lan 
will accept medical passengers under the same restrictions as all other commercial 
operators. If they will not accept the patient then the only alternative is Aerocardal. 
 
A sample of the charges at the KEMH for nonentitled patients is: Inpatient £500 per day 
(fully inclusive of all care & consumables)  
 
The area of the Falklands outside of Stanley is called Camp (from the Spanish word 
Campos – country). The KEMH doctors have a weekly routine flying doctor service to the 
settlements in the local airline’s Britten Norman Islander Aircraft. Each settlement is 
visited roughly every 6 weeks or so. Each settlement has a “Camp Medical Chest” which 
contains a small supply of the most commonly prescribed items. Following a telephone 
consultation you may be advised to take some medication from the Camp Chest and 
then a replacement is sent in the post. More serious illness or accidents will result in an 
Island Aircraft fitted out with a stretcher being flown to the settlement usually with a 
doctor or nurse on board. The aircraft can be ready in 20 minutes but people are 
often surprised at the size of the Falklands and quite a few settlements are up to 1 hours 
flying time away from Stanley. The round trip may take up to 3 hours from the first call for 
help. If the incident is at night or occurs some distance from an airstrip then the RAF will 
be asked to provide assistance with a search & rescue Sea King helicopter. The standard 
of medical care in the Falklands is broadly very similar to the UK but tourists must bear 
in mind the limitations imposed by the size of the hospital, the range of specialists 
available and the limited range of diagnostic equipment available (ie no CT or MRI scan 
etc). 
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