
Question
The NHS has changed the influenza vaccines 
for adults that will be available for delivery in 
GP practices and for pharmacists to purchase for 
the 2024/2025 influenza season. Can you please 
explain these changes?

Answer
On June 13 2024, the Department of Health & 
Social Care (DHSC), NHS England (NHSE) 
and the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) 
announced changes to the influenza vaccines 
that will be available for GPs and pharmacists to 
purchase for the influenza season 2024/20251. The 
changes became necessary after the manufacturer 
of the recombinant quadrivalent influenza vaccine 
(QIVr) announced that because of manufacturing 
problems, they will not be able to supply the UK 
with QIVr.

For this reason, there was a need to introduce 
changes to the available vaccines. The biggest 
change concerns the high dose quadrivalent 
influenza vaccine (QIV-HD), which will now be 
made available by the manufacturer, reversing 
a previous decision not to import the QIV-HD to 
the UK for this influenza season. This vaccine is 
licensed for older adults but from the age of 60 
years. Please note that the adjuvanted quadrivalent 
influenza vaccine (aQIV) is licensed from the age 
of 65 years.

NHS patients aged 18 to 59 years who are eligible 
for influenza vaccination will be able to receive
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one influenza vaccine, that is the cell-based 
quadrivalent influenza vaccine (QIVc). 
If the QIVc cannot be sourced, then the egg-grown 
quadrivalent influenza vaccine (QIVe) can be used. 
To get reimbursement for the cost of the vaccine, 
evidence  may be requested from the commissioners 
before this  is agreed.

NHS patients aged 60 to 64 years who are eligible 
for influenza vaccination will be able to receive one 
of two vaccines:
• The QIVc or
• The QIV-HD
If the QIVc or QIV-HD cannot be sourced, then
the QIVe can be used. To get reimbursement for
the vaccine, evidence may be requested from the
commissioners before this is agreed.

NHS patients aged 65 years and over who are eligible 
for influenza vaccination will be able to receive one 
of two vaccines:
• The aQIV
• The QIV-HD
The QIVc can be considered only if the aQIV or
the QIV-HD cannot be sourced. In this case, to get
reimbursement of the vaccine evidence of supply
problems may be requested from the commissioners
before reimbursement is agreed.

These are the changes for the influenza season 
2024/2025. Providers who have ordered QIVr are 
responsible for securing alternative supplies of 
vaccine and will be reimbursed by NHSE in the 
usual way.

1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flu-immunisation-programme-plan-2024-to-2025/state-
ment-of-amendment-to-the-annual-flu-letter-for-2024-to-2025-12-june-2024

Please note the influenza vaccines for the 2024/2025 season have been changed
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